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Information for canteens regarding COVID-19 vaccinations 

 
The WA State Government and Department of Education have updated guidelines for COVID-
19 vaccinations for Western Australian Public Schools. Relevant details for schools and 
canteens are included in this update. As always, canteen staff should consult their Principal 
when making plans to manage the impact of COVID-19. 
 

Mandatory COVID-19 vaccination 

 

Based on the latest health advice, a mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policy for a majority of 

occupations and workforces in WA will be introduced in a phased approach. The policy follows the 

existing mandates in place for workers in high-risk industries, including those interacting with people at 

an increased risk of being infected with COVID-19, or people who are vulnerable to the impacts of 

COVID-19, or where they are necessary to avoid catastrophic risk to the safety of the community. 

 

The policy’s phased approach is to apply mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations for expanded industries in 

WA, as well as a requirement for all critical workers to be vaccinated to attend work in the event of a 

lockdown or similar restrictions. 

 

P&C’s and their employees (Canteens staff) fit under Group 2 industries and occupations: Occupations 

deemed critical to the ongoing delivery if critical services to the community.   

 

The Department of Education have released Operating guidelines for Western Australian public schools 

and boarding/residential facilities. A summary of these guidelines is below. 

Definitions  

 

For the purposes of implementing these guidelines, the following definitions apply: 

• Ad hoc basis means attendance at no more than one education facility no more than once per 

week  

• Therefore, regular basis means more than once per week (either within one site or across 

multiple school sites).  

o School sites (education facility) include a school; a community kindergarten; and a 

boarding premise (boarding/residential facilities).  

 

How does this effect P&C’s, canteen staff and volunteers? 

 

School canteens 

• School canteen providers and individuals volunteering in a school canteen on a regular basis are 

required to be double dose vaccinated from 31 January 2022. This includes all school canteens 

including private providers/contractors and community volunteers. If such volunteers are on a 

school site prior to 31 January 2022, they will be required to have received their first dose prior 

to 1 January 2022. 
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School board/council and P&C Associations  

• School board/council and P&C members who come on to a school site on a regular basis are 

required to be double dose vaccinated from 31 January 2022 and to have received their first 

dose by 1 January 2022 

• School board/council and P&C members who attend meetings and/or participate in school events 

on an ad hoc basis are not required to be vaccinated. 

Regular visits to a school or boarding/residential facility  

• Parents/carers, volunteers and community members who come to a school or 

boarding/residential facility on a regular basis to work, participate in, or facilitate activities are 

required to be double dose vaccinated from 31 January 2022, the start of Term 1, and to have 

received their first dose by 1 January 2022.  

• Parents/carers and community members who volunteer in canteens, uniform stores, 

literacy/numeracy or education support programs, or any other activity on a regular basis are 

required to be double dose vaccinated from 31 January 2022, and to have received their first 

dose by 1 January 2022. 

 

Significant dates for vaccinations 

 

Vaccinated in accordance with the Directions means: 

a) first dose on or prior to 31 December 2021 because from 12:01 am on 1 January 2022, a person 

who is an education worker must not enter, or remain at, an education facility if the person has 

not been partially vaccinated against COVID-19; and 

b) second dose on or prior to 30 January 2022 because from 12:01 am on 31 January 2022, a person 

who is an education worker must not enter, or remain at, an education facility if the person has 

not been double dose vaccinated against COVID-19. 

 

Evidence of vaccination 

 

All employees working at a school, community kindergarten or boarding/residential facility and those 

that fit into the categories above will need to provide proof of their first vaccination prior to 1 January 

2022 and their double dose prior to 31 January 2022, the start of Term 1, including casual staff.  

The Chief Health Officer has approved the following forms of evidence as proof of vaccination against 

COVID-19:  

i. written confirmation of vaccination issued by the Department of Health of the COVID-19 

vaccination; or  

ii. a COVID-19 digital vaccination certificate or an immunisation history statement showing 

the COVID-19 vaccination recorded on the Australian Immunisation Register; or  

iii. an International COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate issued by the Commonwealth 

Government showing the COVID-19 vaccination recorded on the Australian Immunisation 

Register. 

You are encouraged to check with your school Principal regarding their management of vaccination 

proof.  

If you require advice and assistance please contact us wasca@education.wa.edu.au; or  08 9264 4999. 

As always we encourage you continue to monitor and follow WA Government information and advice.     
Sources: 

Department of Education COVID-19, UPDATE, 3 December 2021 

WA State Government https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-

coronavirus-mandatory-covid-19-vaccination-information  
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