
NORTH KALGOORLIE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

LOCATION: Kalgoorlie (595km from Perth, regional WA)
CLASSIFICATION: Primary school
TYPE OF SCHOOL: Public School
STUDENT POPULATION: 535
DAYS OF OPERATION: Five days per week

SCHOOL PROFILE Contact: Laurie Stewart

(P&C Representative)



STORY:
From humble beginnings back in 1977 where a small group of mums organised and provided morning
tea and lunches to students out of a home kitchen it has been a journey for the North Kalgoorlie
Primary School canteen. After operating out of a classroom storeroom for a while, a small group of
mums decided to raise funds to build a canteen.

Money was raised by providing morning teas, lunches, and afternoon teas at the district office when
they were holding professional development events. Then they were asked to provide meals for the
new camp school. With all this fundraising, they were able to contribute half the money (with the
Department of Education contributing the other half) required and the canteen was finally built in
1981.

However, there were hard times ahead and at the prospect of closing its doors in 2011, the canteen
needed an overhaul. Step one: we employed two full time staff which meant the canteen was able to
operate five days per week. Step two: we revamped the menu and got students involved by holding a
competition to name the canteen. Step three: the ‘Wedgie Café’ was born which links to our school
logo.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY LINKS:  
Wedgie Café is now going strong thanks to wider school community involvement. We are lucky to
have great parent volunteers in the canteen plus parents bring baked goods for school stalls and
special events held throughout the year. The NKPS canteen supports the school during fundraising
events held on the grounds, e.g. the sports carnival where the P&C holds a sausage sizzle to feed the
hundreds of children and their families that come along to watch a great school event.

Wedgie Café also offers a ‘Family lunch order’ for Harmony Day that is held in March. This encourages
families to come and join their child for lunch and is a great day for the canteen which would not be
possible without the support of our school community.

In 2015 when year 7’s moved to high school, the P&C and canteen staff had to again review the
canteen operations. We reduced the staff to one fulltime employee who is supported by parent
volunteers when needed. This has been great for parents who want to give something back to the
school and get to know other families at the same time. This also means the canteen can stay open
and still be economically viable.

TAKE HOME MESSAGE:
Through engaging the wider school community school
canteens are able to reinvent themselves for continued
future success.
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