
Bernadeen volunteered one morning to see how it all worked and witnessed the fine balance required
between preparing enough food for the hungry students and aiming for as little wastage as possible.
 

Being in a regional area, Bernadeen noticed there wasn’t anyone supporting canteens locally on the
ground. She knew she didn’t have all the answers so thought the next best thing would be to get all the
canteen supervisors together to share their ideas, provide solutions to issues and generally catch-up. 
 

This coincided with Amanda Ferguson from WASCA visiting Broome in Term 2, 2019 to assist with the
‘Share It Project ‘ at Broome Senior High School.  Bernadeen and Amanda worked together to facilitate
a local canteen network meeting. The attendance was great, particularly for a new canteen supervisor
who gained a lot of support from the more experienced supervisors and was able to arrange visits to
their canteens for more experience.   
 

In Term 3 2019, an invitation was sent to the canteen supervisors to network at a local cafe; three
supervisors attended and networked over coffee; as they say... the rest is history!

As a Paediatric Dietitian with Boab Health
Services in the Kimberley, Bernadeen Gibbs’s role

is really varied. She see’s clients for dietetic
consults, provides group education and ultimately

promotes healthy food wherever she can. 

  Canteen Networking - Broome

STORY:  
When it comes to school canteens, she joined the P&C when her own children started high school in
Broome, she then got to know the canteen staff. They met a couple of times and talked over how the
canteen operates including a few issues they were facing. 



The local high school offered to host the next meeting and a pattern developed for planning a meeting in
week 4 each term where the hosting canteen would prepare a snack from their menu. The group also
nominates a specific topic to discuss to get the meeting started. WASCA was only to happy to support
Berndadeen.

TAKE HOME MESSAGE:   
WASCA acknowledges what an amazing job Bernadeen has done in

bringing this group of enthusiastic canteens supervisors together and encourages other regional areas to
use this as a model to try for themselves. Reach out to WASCA for any support you may need. 

 
 

                                From left to right 
                          Bernadeen, Boab Health, 
                     Maxine, Broome Primary, 
               Belinda, Broome North Primary, 
            Kristy, St Mary's Primary

"Amanda from WASCA was very supportive through the whole process. I included her in the calendar
invitations for the meetings and related email correspondence. Amanda knew when the meetings

were coming up and was able to share any relevant topics beforehand as well as send any resources
for distribution. She would provide content for discussion i.e. advocacy for the canteen supervisor

role, how to reduce the cost of vegetables and new recipes to try" said Bernadeen. 
 

Likewise if Bernadeen had specific questions from the group she could send these though to Amanda for
input or advice. The most recent discussion was around the increasing number of relief meals being
provided by canteens.
 
With the guidelines and restrictions regarding COVID-19, the group has had to rethink the way they can
still catch up and support each other. Meeting over Zoom was considered, but in the end they then settled
on an outdoor meeting at Cygnet Park, in Roebuck, Broome. The rain held off and the mosquito's
hammered them (lucky Bernadeen had spray on hand) but the meeting was great. Bernadeen even sourced
some canteen approved individual packets of popcorn for a snack. Importantly there was great
conversation around money handling, volunteers and networking.


